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First-Time
Car Buyer
Aces The
Deal
Rachel
Shefchek
celebrates
her new car
purchase.

“I

t was awesome,”
says Rachel
Shefchek. “I really
enjoyed the experience.”
After a first car
purchase, that might
sound strange — but
not for this 23-year-old
college student. Thanks
to good mentoring from
Mom and also from
People’s, Rachel aced
the entire car-buying
process. She found
everything from dealing
with the dealer to
financing her new Mini
Cooper Countryman a
fun learning adventure.
Rachel planned her
purchase well. A parttime employee at Office
Ally in Vancouver, she

saved 15 percent of
every paycheck. She
saved more by paying
credit card balances
in full each month. So
rather than pay interest,
she paid herself instead.
Once she had $1,000,
she went car shopping.
She browsed the lots,
researched cars, learned
about car buying and
settled on what she
wanted. She sold her
old car for $1,500. Now
with $2,500 for a down
payment, Rachel headed
for the credit union.
Because her mom had
a preapproved car loan
from People’s, Rachel
decided to get one, too.
With cash in hand, she

could avoid haggling
with the dealer about
price. A good credit
history also allowed
her to borrow more
than many people her
age. Her monthly loan
payments: $466.
“The dealer wasn’t
pushy at all,” says
Rachel. She thinks
she knows why. By
presenting a check
for exactly what she
could spend, the dealer
had no reason to play
price games. She also
carried notes from her
car-buying research,
including car specs
and dealer mark-up.
“The dealer knew I was
informed,” she says;

Share us with Family & Friends.
They get $50 and so do you! See page 3.

“he probably was
surprised.”
Thanks to hard work,
regular savings and
good credit habits,
Rachel is off to a great
start for herself — and
her relationship with
People’s.

Car Specials
3.25% APR* (4-year loan)
2.90% APR* (3-year loan)
2007 model or newer; People’s
checking required; subject to
credit approval; does not apply to
refinancing
* Annual Percentage Rate. For full
loan disclosures, see “Loan Rates”
at www.peoplescu.org.

Stressed About Money?
Lack of savings
is our biggest
money worry, says
a survey sponsored,
in part, by the
National Foundation
For Credit Counseling.
Even if doing better than a few years ago — and even if
debt-free — 77 percent of those surveyed feel they’re not
financially prepared for emergencies or retirement.
Sound familiar? If so, you know what to do. Whether married
or single, you must save more. Because women generally live
longer than men, they particularly need to get organized. This
step-by-step savings plan will help wipe out money worries:
1 Get good information
and act on it. Maybe you’re

find ways to avoid overdraft
fees, earn interest on Loyalty
Checking, get refunds on all
better off than you think. Maybe
domestic ATM surcharges and
you don’t have all the right facts
make free withdrawals at PCFCU
to solve money worries. Talk to us.
ATMs. Click “Savings” for facts
We offer friendly, nonjudgmental
on tax-deferred retirement
financial assistance. We might
savings, pay-ahead holiday
stretch out loan payments so you
savings and small-deposit
can save more each month. Or, we
money market accounts.
can help you create a comfortable
Keep scrolling. You can
cash-flow plan. Even discuss your
consolidate loans
goals and outline options
to meet them. You’ll feel
Ask Us to Help to save interest.
Designate a
less vulnerable and more
We
want
you
to
portion of each
in control of your finances.
be
financially
paycheck to be
You always can change
automatically
comfortable
now
what you’re doing. What’s
deposited into
important is thinking ahead.
and later. Call
savings. Pay
When it comes to money,
800-252-6525 or
bills online for
we’re surprisingly innovative.
stop by. Our staff
free. No postage
Contact us — and find out.
is one of our
needed. Use Auto
2 Save without
best assets.
Solution to cut
trying; switch your
dealer prices (and
banking to us. Every
haggling). Cut more costs with
service saves you money. Explore
People’s financing.
your opportunities at www.
More tips: Each day, save the
peoplescu.org. Click “Checking”
change in your pocket/purse.
at the top of the page. You’ll
Put tax refunds into savings.

3 Focus on the financial
outcome you want.

Golfers spot where they want
the ball to land, then aim for
that. Football players imagine
the touchdown. Imagine your
goals, too. If you want to retire
in 10 years, imagine where you’ll
be and what you’ll be doing.
Plan a weekend celebration once
you’ve tucked away a $3,000 or
$10,000 nest egg.
By visualizing the outcome
you want — or posting it on the
refrigerator door — you focus
on positive rather than negative
thoughts. Positive thinking is key
to financial success.
Call 360-695-5121 or
800-252-6525, stop by or
go to www.peoplescu.org.
We can help improve your
finances. Our friendly,
caring staff makes
everything
stress-free.
Like the
new you!

Improving The Economic Well-Being Of Our Members

Kids
Deserve
Savings,
Too

A

llowances are good for
kids. Start by giving them
$1 or $2 a week when
they’re in first or second grade.
J. Michael Collins, faculty
director of the University of
Wisconsin Center for Financial
Security and father of two,
suggests handing it out the
same time each week for
small chores. (We work for our
money, right?) A small task
might be picking up toys or
making beds.
Use a glass jar for
allowances. That lets kids see,
play with and count their
money. Once the jar is full,
have your kids bring it to
People’s. We’ll set up a savings
account for them.

You get $50.
They get $50.

Y

Refer Your
Friends and Family
Get up to$200

ou’ve been loyal
to us — and we
want to reward
you for it. So start
spreading the word
about your love of
People’s Community Federal Credit Union. For each new family member, coworker, neighbor and/or friend you refer to us, you’ll earn $50!* It’s that easy.
Here’s all you need to do:
Simply complete the Member Referral Coupon on this page; it’s also available
online and at our branches. Then ask your referrals (family members, coworkers, neighbors, friends) to bring the coupon to People’s Community.
For every person who joins, you earn another $50 Thank You Bonus* — up
to $200. Thanks to you, each of your referrals (family, co-worker, neighbor
or friend) gets a $50 Welcome Bonus.** Plus, they enjoy the privilege of
experiencing People’s fresh approach to banking.
It’s easy for new members to earn their $50, too. They just need to open a
People’s savings account with a minimum $5 deposit and a checking account
with a minimum deposit of $100. They also must sign up to receive their monthly
statements electronically. e-Statements not only help the environment but are
more safe and secure than the mail. New member checking accounts must
remain open, active and in good standing for at least 90 days.
That’s it. You get $50 for each referral. Each new member you refer gets
$50. Act now.

* As an existing member of People’s Community Federal Credit Union (PCFCU), you’ll receive $50 for
each person you refer who becomes a new PCFCU member and meets all account opening qualifications
and the other requirements listed here. New members must be primary on new account and can not be
joint owners on any existing PCFCU accounts. You can not be a joint owner on the new member’s new
accounts.
** The new member’s $50 Welcome Bonus will be deposited immediately into his or her new savings
account and will be released once the 90-day and other requirements are met. “Active” is defined as
doing any one of the following during the 90-day period: 1) establishing a direct deposit to the checking
account, 2) signing up for free Bill Pay and doing at least 3 Bill Pay transactions, or 3) completing 10 debit
card transactions of $10 or more (not including ATM transactions). You and the new member must be at
least 18 years of age to participate. Limit one $50 Welcome Bonus per new member. Membership fee is
waived during this promotion. Employees and volunteers of PCFCU (and their families) are ineligible for
referral bonuses. PCFCU reserves the right to cancel the promotion at any time.

Member Referral Coupon
_______________________________________________________________________
Existing Member Name (Last, First)
_______________________________________________________________________
Existing Member Address (Street, City, State)
_______________________________________________________________________
New Member Name (Last, First)
To Be Completed By Credit Union Only:
Date Received ____________________________________________________________________
Existing Member Account Number ______________________________________________
New Member Account Number _________________________________________________
f

Follow Us On
www.facebook.com/peoplescommunity

Help Fight The Banks

Memories Are
Made Of This

M

elissa, age 18, has cerebral palsy.
At last summer’s Clark County Fair,
she was lifted from her wheelchair,
wedged between two firefighters and went
on her first Ferris wheel ride.
Diagnosed shortly after birth with a
cancerous brain tumor that spread to her
spine, four-year-old Jazmine is just now
learning to walk and talk. Clinging to the
animal cages at the fair, she waved to a
llama, petted a bunny and a pig’s belly
and socialized with goats.
Melissa, Jazmine and four other
ill, disabled children were chosen by
Memory Makers for their day of fun at
the fair. Memory Makers was sponsored
by People’s and organized by the Clark
County Fire District 6. Along with everyone
who participated, Memory Makers created
special memories for special children. And,
gave their parents some fun away from
constant care-giving.
People’s Community cares, too, and
was proud to help.

Photos by Zachary Kaufman

W

hen many of you got mad at
banks, you switched to credit
unions. Since the 2008 banking
fiasco, credit union membership and assets
have grown significantly. Now banks are
mad at us.
To fight back, they’re again urging
Congress to tax credit unions. We earned
our nonprofit tax status in 1934 with the
Federal Credit Union Act. Ironically, it was enacted largely
because of the banking and economic collapse of the Great
Depression.
In spite of credit union successes, banks still hold 93
percent of all U.S. financial assets. The credit union share
of the market? Just 6 percent. But banks think we have an
unfair advantage. We don’t. We pay state and local taxes.
Unlike banks, we are nonprofit member-owned cooperatives.
Profits, if any, must be returned as dividends to members
or as improved low-cost services. By law, credit unions are
restricted in the services they offer. Banks have much more
flexibility.
Credit unions are fighting back. You can, too. Contact your
legislators at www.donttaxmycreditunion.org. Tell them why
you like credit unions — and why banks don’t need more
favors. You do!

Closed, But Still Here

E

ven during the holidays, we’re available. Our 24/7People are here
except for Christmas Day. Christmas Eve, we close at 4 p.m.
PST and reopen at 4 a.m. December 26. On New Year’s Eve,
24/7People work until 6 p.m. PST and are back at 4 a.m. January 1.
Open around-the-clock are www.peoplescu.org, surcharge-free
ATMs, 24Hr Teller, PCCU Online Banking and Bill Pay.

The office is closed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Need A Loan?
Call 800-252-6525, email
us at www.peoplescu.org
or apply online. You’ll love
our friendly, easy-to-get,
low-cost loans.
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Veteran’s Day
Thanksgiving
Christmas
New Year’s Day
Martin Luther King Day
President’s Day
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Columbus Day

November 11
November 28
December 25
January 1
January 20
February 17
May 26
July 4
September 1
October 13

Savings (Share ACcounts)
and IRA Passbook Accounts

Quarterly
Dividend Update
for the period ending December 31:

.05

APY*

* annual percentage yield

360-695-5121
800-252-6525
FAX 360-695-3377
WEB SITE
www.peoplescu.org
24HR TELLER
877-TELLER0

HAZEL DELL
7403 N.E. Hazel Dell Ave.

BATTLE GROUND
121 N.W. 20th Ave.

OFFICE HOURS
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. M-F

DRIVE UP
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. M-Th

DOWNTOWN
904 Daniels
•

F to 6:00 p.m.

FISHER’S LANDING
16211 S.E. 12th St.

Federally
Insured by
NCUA.

